The German officer who was responsible for this de-
ception. Captain von Rintelen, has since written: " I was
pricked by conscience at the way in which I had acted,
but I consoled myself with the thought that Germany
was facing a world in arms, a vastly superior force, which
would perhaps crush her if she did not use every means
in her power to defend herself."

Almost the same words as von Bernhardi had employed!

About a few Germans who were engaged in the World
War there seems to have been a net drawn and their lives
seemed to be contained within a triangle, drawn from
Berlin to America and from there across to Turkey and
Asia Minor. Inexorably their lives have been bound up
in a series of incidents, but of that more anon, for we
must not anticipate our adventures.

By the end of August, while yet occupied with his dis-
semination of hopeful articles from Germany, von Papen
had spread a network of espionage agents over the whole
of the United States of America. From an office on Wall
Street, the firm of G. Amsinck & Company carried on
an ostensibly thriving trade as general merchants, commis-
sion agents and bill discounters, and it appeared, from
the regular visits of Franz von Papen, that he had con-
siderable business with the firm. Actually he used this
firm as a blind for the whole of his extra-diplomatic activities.
It was at this place of business that he saw the ruffians
who hazarded the dangerous tasks thought out by him.
Here, too, came the kid-glove variety of secret agents,
the German gentlemen, many of whom masqueraded as
bluff American professional and business men.
A favourite suggestion of von Papen, made so many
times to the more presentable " customers" at the house
of Amsinck, was that they should seek employment with the
British Secret Service, for an obvious purpose. Notable
among these was a Mr. Bridgeman Taylor, who spoke
immaculate English, so perfect, in fact, that when he
came over to England to offer himself for work under His
Majesty's Government, he was suspect at once and was
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